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Subject: Establishment of an Interagency Working Group on Microbial Genomics

Recent advances in genomics technology are ushering in a new era of scientific research and
discovery for many ar¢as of biology. Microbial genomics research 15 at the forefront of this
develeping science, and has become increasingly important in both the public and private sectors
because ol its potential impact on a wide variety of fields. In 1999, an interagency task group
conducted an informal inventory of Federally-supported research in microbial genomics, and
found that there are major areas of research as vet untouched that would increase our
understanding of the broader micrebial world, its diversity, and its potential applications. There
is a need for a coordinated interagency effort to maximize the opportunities offered by genome-
enabled micrabial science,

To address this nead, | am establishing an Interagency Working Group called "The Microbe
Project” under the direction of the Matienal Science and Technelogy Council, Committee on
Science, Subcommittee on Biotechnology. The IWG will have two primary functions:

1y wdentify primary gaps and opportunities in microbial genomics across the government; and
2 develop a coordinated interagency action plan.

An IWG report should be prepared by mid-December for communication o the Subcommitiee
on Biotechnology,

The first meeting of the I'WG is scheduled for Tuesday, August 1, 2000, from 1:30 to 3:30 pm, in
room 472 of the Old Executive Office Building. Principals are requesiad 1o attend, but
additional staff are welcome.
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